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Effects of Reconstruction on African American Lives
[bookmark: _GoBack]Reconstruction era presents an uproar period for the United States which facilitated the reformation and reconstruction of the South. The South records some remarkable improvements in their social landscape and also economic standards. The agenda behind initialization of Reconstruction was not fully achieved, but the intent to include the South to the Union was realized. The Emancipation of slaves which preceded Reconstruction was another aim of the era which was realized but with a lot of hurdles. This essay will focus on the impacts of the Reconstruction Era to the African Americans lives and how did it affect their lives.
Reconstruction era in American history marks a period from 1865 to 1877 characterized by great political tensions and conflicts, and social turmoil and upheaval. The main agenda behind reconstruction was to rebuild the South and aid it back into the union again after emancipation abolished slavery, the economic disruptions and tremendous fatalities left in the wake of the war (Shi & Tindall, 2016). The South at the time was devastated, and Reconstruction was viewed as a necessary revolution. The Reconstruction was implemented in two phases, The Presidential Reconstruction and Radical Reconstruction. The Presidential Reconstruction under President Andrew Johnson required the South to endorse the end of slavery, pledge loyalty, and fidelity to the Union and recompense debt incurred due to war, and a free reign to the South to rebuild. The Radical Reconstruction, charged by Congress ensured the military division of the South into districts and indicated the organization of the government based (Egerton, 2014). The Congress required the South to ratify the 14th Amendment which expanded the description of a citizen offering protection to African Americans who had been slaves. Congress also approved the 15th amendment which guaranteed voting privileges to include the slaves (Richards, 2014).
The reconstruction era, which followed emancipation rules of freeing all slaves, integrated former slaves into a society of hostile whites who did not know how to have a free persons of color around them. The reconstruction era saw the distribution of seized land to the slaves, although it was later reverted to its owners before the war. Reconstruction also achieved state-funded public schools, laws against discrimination in public transport and accommodation, former slaves’ inclusion to vote, and slave representation in the government even in the Congress. Even with the southern states enacting ‘Black Codes’ to restrict freed slaves’ activities and ensure their availability as a labor force (William, 2017), the reconstruction era presented numerous opportunities for the Blacks to progress. Even though most were short-lived, the impacts of these changes enabled free people.
To sum up, the Reconstruction era major achievements towards the inclusion of the former slaves and the inclusion of the South into the Union were realized. The African Americans were less subjugated to racial discrimination and gained various privileges that eased their transition from slavery into free-born citizens.
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